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SWAAG Chair’s Column

By Mathew Fry, SWAAG Chair,
University of North Texas

What a pleasure to introduce
the 2018 Newsletter. As you
read, SWAAG has
many things to be proud of
and many things to look for-
ward to in the coming year!

will soon

| hope everyone has made plans to attend the
SWAAG meeting at the LSU campus in Baton Rouge
on Oct 4-6. Kent Mathewson and the LSU Depart-
ment of Geography and Anthropology have orga-
nized sessions, events, and field trips that offer a
taste of what life is like in the southeastern parts of
the SWAAG region. The meeting will be a great op-
portunity to catch up with colleagues and friends,
learn something new about the SWAAG region, and
interact with students and faculty from around the
region. | encourage everyone to promote the annual
meeting to colleagues and students. By lowering our
student registration fees, providing student travel
scholarships, and organizing a World Geography
Bowl, SWAAG offers a great (and low cost!) venue to
involve students in Geography and a way to grow
awareness about research in our discipline. So
please encourage undergraduate, MA and PhD stu-
dents to attend the annual meeting, present posters
or papers of their research, and participate in the
Geobowl.

As you'll notice in this year's budget, SWAAG is in a
better-than-usual financial situation. Thanks to sur-
pluses from the Denton and Huntsville meetings,
SWAAG is able to provide two new funding oppor-
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SWAAG Budget

tunities for students. In January 2018, we introduced
the 'SWAAG Summer Research Scholarship’ to defray
travel and data/equipment acquisition expenses re-
lated to undergraduate and MA theses and PhD dis-
sertation research activities. Ten PhD students sub-
mitted proposals for the scholarship; the top three
ranked proposals received funds. Clay Tucker's (LSU)
proposal to study “Detecting Saltwater Uptake of
Trees Affected by Hurricanes” earned the top ranking
and he received $400 toward his field research. Josh-
ua Hodge (TXSU) "Geographic Patterns of the Hurri-
cane lke Storm Surge Sediment Deposit on SW Texas
Gulf Coast Marshes” and Paepin Goff (TXSU) “Rock
Glaciers as Water Towers in the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem” each received $300 for fieldwork. Thanks
to the volunteer judges who assisted in ranking the
proposals. We all look forward to learning about how
each of these research projects advances.
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SWAAG also introduced the ‘Student Travel Scholar-
ships’ to support student attendance and participa-
tion at the annual meetings. Up to ten travel schol-
arships, of up to $300 each will be disbursed to stu-
dents with financial need in order to defray costs of
attending the annual meetings. Our hope is to in-
volve more students from regional institutions with-
out dedicated Geography departments, so please
spread the word to geographers around our region!

Also new to SWAAG this year are two student board
representatives, Shadi Maleki and Joshua Hodge
(both graduate students at TXSU). My thanks to
them, as well as Amy Frazier (secretary), Jennifer
Koch (interim secretary), Eric Prout (treasurer),
Michaela Buenemann (Regional Councilor), and Ja-
son Julian (past chair) for their hard work, advice,
and support over the last year. It has been a pleas-
ure working with each of you! Also, thanks to
Michaela for developing and managing the SWAAG
webpage and Eventbrite registration site. Webpage
management is often a thank-less job that definitely
deserves many thanks!

On behalf of the SWAAG board, I'd also like to
thank everyone who contributed to SWAAG in re-
cent years — including student volunteers, past offic-
ers, regional faculty, and department staff. The vi-
tality of SWAAG depends on many people doing
many small tasks to keep it running.

Congratulations to our winning student competitors
at the 2017 meeting! To Benjamin Hemingway (OSU
— 1st place), and Shadi Maleki (TXSU) and Jenna
Rindy (UNT) who tied for 2nd place in the Graduate
Student Paper Competition; to Aubry Kyle (LSU —
1st), Olumide Omotere (UNT - 2nd) and Fangu Lu
(TXSU - 3rd) for the Graduate Student Poster Com-
petition; and to Brett Luce (UNT - 1st), Chi Cheng
(OSU - 2nd), and Nathan Jackson (OU - 3rd) for the
Undergraduate Poster Competition; and to TXSU

students who won the SWAAG Geobowl. With addi-
tional support from the AAG, SWAAG also provided
funds for six students from five regional universities
to compete in the AAG Geography Bowl. Thank you
to each of them and the other student participants
for representing our region!

Finally, thanks again to Don Albert and the Depart-
ment of Geography at Sam Houston State University
for putting together a great meeting in Huntsville!
Don, Ava Fujimoto-Strait, Brian Cooper, Samuel Adu-
Prah, Keith Jenkins, John Strait and the many student
volunteers hosted a memorable meeting at the Sam
Houston Memorial Museum.

It has been a pleasure serving as SWAAG treasurer,
secretary, and now chair and a great honor to have
my name listed among the many notable scholars
and geographers who have served as past SWAAG
officers. | look forward to seeing everyone in Baton
Rougel!

Musings from the Regional Councilor

By Darren Purcell, SWAAG Regional Councilor,
University of Oklahoma

Much of the summer | have been
gathering data on place promo-
tion efforts of various cities in
Delta’s Sky magazine. “City
“profiles highlight specific locales
(cities, states and even multi-state \
regions such as the Mississippi Delta Authority's
region) for investment and tourism. One of the
profiles focused on Baton Rouge, the site of the
next SWAAG meeting October 3-6. Let me thank
our Louisiana State (LSU) colleagues for hosting
this meeting and acknowledge the amount of ef-
fort any department puts into to hosting.
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The April AAG Council meeting was primarily fo-
cused on dealing with the news that Doug Richard-
son will be stepping down and the Denver 2019
AAG meeting will be his last as executive director.
After much discussion focused on insuring a good
process, a committee was formed (comprised of
current council members and past AAG leadership)
to oversee the search. In my view the committee
has their work cut out for them. Doug has been a
tireless advocate for geography in Washington and
transformed AAG's operations. Membership has
grown, the Endowment for Geography's Future has
been well funded, our meetings have grown to rec-
ord levels, and the Association is on excellent finan-
cial footing overall. It has been a remarkable trans-
formation for the Association. | hope SWAAG's
membership will relay their appreciation to Doug
for what he has accomplished.

As this is the close of my term as councilor, | want
to thank the SWAAG membership for the oppor-
tunity to serve. As previous councilors Alyson
Greiner and Ron Hagelman told me, it would be
interesting to see the AAG from the inside. It was,
as | now have a greater appreciation of the amount
of work that goes into maintaining the AAG. It is
tremendous and there are various demands placed
on the organization that most of us do not see. |
say that as Michaela Buenemann (New Mexico
State) will take over on July 1 as SWAAG's councilor,
and | can only offer the same observation to her
that was given to me, it will be interesting.

SWAAG Student Officers

By Joshua Hodge and Shadi
Maleki—Texas State University

Joshua Hodge and Shadi Ma- /
leki were elected to serve as SWAAG student offic-
ers in 2017-2018. Both are PhD students at Texas
State University. Joshua'’s research focuses on the

geomorphic impacts of hurricanes on the Texas
Gulf Coast. Additionally, he enjoys teaching mete-
orology to undergraduates. Shadi is in the GISci-
ence program, and her research focuses on urban
green space use and perceptions, and children’s
geographies. They are both happy and proud to
represent the SWAAG student body and look for-
ward to meeting with their fellow SWAAG stu-
dents in Baton Rouge this fall. In the meantime,
Joshua and Shadi invite all SWAAG student mem-
bers to share any thoughts, ideas, and concerns
they might have. Joshua and Shadi will do their
best to make the students’ voices heard by the
SWAAG community.

2017 SWAAG Conference Huntsville, TX

By Amy Frazier, Meeting Co-Organizer,
Oklahoma State University

The 2017 Annual Meeting of the Southwest Divi-
sion of the American Association of Geographers
(SWAAG) was held October 25-28 in Huntsville, TX
in conjunction with the Texas Map Society Fall
Meeting. The meeting was hosted by the Depart-
ment of Geography and Geology at Sam Houston
State University Nearly 150 students, faculty, and
practitioners attended the meeting. Seventeen pa-
per and four poster sessions were held on the
grounds of the Sam Houston Memorial Museum
and included both graduate and undergraduate
paper/poster competitions. Keynote addresses
from Dr. Derek Alderman, President, AAG and Dr.
Jeff Littlejohn from the Department of History at
Sam Houston State University were given during
the two luncheons.
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2017 SWAAG Paper session
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SWAAGers enjoying the museum 2017 SWAAG luncheon in the Sam Houston Memorial Museum
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SWAAGers from the Oklahoma State University Geography Department
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2017 SWAAG Student Competitions

By Amy Frazier, SWAAG Secretary,
Oklahoma State University

It was my pleasure to organize the 2017 Student Pa-
per and Poster Competitions for the SWAAG meet-
ing in Huntsville, TX. Many look forward to the
SWAAG meeting specifically for the student compe-
titions, and the 2017 slate did not disappoint! The
submissions included 8 graduate student papers, 5
graduate posters, and 3 undergraduate posters. All
participants deserve congratulations for their re-
search and presentation skills. In particular, the grad-
uate paper sessions were exceptional and highlight-
ed some excellent up-and-coming scholars. In total,
9 students received awards. Congratulations to all
who participated! Finally, many thanks to the volun-
teer judges who helped evaluate and rank the stu-
dent abstracts, papers and posters. The competitions
would not be successful without your service.

Graduate Student Paper Competition

1st Place— Benjamin Hemingway, OSU, “Vertical Sam-
pling Scales for Atmospheric Boundary Layer Measure-
ments from Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS)”

2nd Place— Jenna Rindy, UNT, "Urban trees as sinks for
soot: Elemental carbon retention on leaves and litterfall

flux to soil”

3rd Place—Shadi Maleki, TXState, “Social demand of ur-
ban wilderness”

Graduate paper
competition winners
(L-R) B. Hemingway,
S. Maleki; and J.
Rindy

Graduate Student Poster Competition

1st Place— Aubry Kyle, LSU, “Between risks: Assessing
perceptions of emergency support services in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana, following an August 5th flood event while
monitoring Hurricane Harvey”

2nd Place— Olumide Omotere, University of North Texas,
“Using improved daily diagnostic equation to estimate
root zone soil moisture”

3rd Place— Fangda Lu, Texas State University, “Houston
commuter rail planning and how it will help us to evacu-

ate” -

Graduate poster
competition winners
(L-R) A. Kyle, O.
Omotere and F. Lu

Undergraduate Student Poster Competition

1st Place— Brett Luce, University of North Texas, “Urban
cyclist exposure to fine particle pollution in a rapidly
growing city”

2nd Place— Chi Cheng Yip, Oklahoma State University
“The impact of scale on relationships between social vul-
nerability and the physical environment”

3rd Place— Nathan Jackson, University of Oklahoma, “U.S.
national forest hiking trail suitability in the State of Ore-

gon"

Undergraduate
poster competition
winners (L-R) B.
Luce, C.C Vip and
N. Jackson
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3rd Annual SWAAG GeoBowl

Five teams participated in the 3rd Annual SWAAG
GeoBowl! in Huntsville, TX. Up for grabs was the

new, SWAAG GeoBowl trophy.

e Roadrunners (NMSU)
e Kreuzstromungen (UNT)

e The Wolfpack (UNM)

e Wild Rice (TXState)

e Should've Been a Cowboy Sooner (OSU/OU)

Team Competition Winners

1st Place— Wild Rice (Texas State)
2nd Place— Kreuzstromungen (UNT)

3rd Place— Wolfpack (University of New Mexico)

Winning SWAAG 2017
GeoBowl Team: Wild
Rice—Texas State Uni-

versity

Individual Competition Winners

1st Place— Joshua Hodge, Texas State University

2nd Place— Sierra Aney, New Mexico State Univ.

2018 AAG GeoBowl Competition

By Joshua Hodge, GeoBowl Team Captain
Texas State University

The SWAAG geobowl team placed 5th at the 2018
AAG World Geography Bowl in New Orleans, LA.
Joshua Hodge (captain) placed 8th individually.

The AAG GeoBowl was a very challenging, hum-
bling, and fun experience for the SWAAG team.
The SWAAG team won 4 rounds and lost 5 rounds.
Many of the questions were about historical and
economic geography, with a good number of
questions related to France and French influences.
The SWAAG team looks forward to the 2019 World
Geography Bowl at the AAG meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C.

(L to R) Isaiah Nixon, grad, UNM, Sierra Aney, grad, NMSU; Brit-
tany Jandick, undergrad, UNT,; Joshua Hodge, grad, TXST,
(captain); Hayden Harrison, undergrad, OSU; Brince Jones, grad,
UNT.

SWAAG Summer Research Scholarships

Congratulations to Clay Tucker (LSU), Joshua
Hodge (TXSU) and Paepin Goff (TXSU) for being
awarded summer 2018 SWAAG research schol-
arships. If you would like to submit an applica-
tion for the 2019 Summer Research Scholarship
competition, please

visit the SWAAG web-

site http://www.sw-

aag.org/scholarships-

and-awards.html for

Scholarship award winner
Joshua Hodge conducting
research at the McFaddin
National Wildlife Refuge in
Southeast Texas
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2018 SWAAG Meeting

By Kent Mathewson and Craig Colton, SWAAG 2018
Organizing Committee, Louisiana State University

The Department of Geography and Anthropology at
Louisiana State University invites you to attend the
2018 SWAAG conference in Baton Rouge, LA. The
meeting will take place Wednesday, October 3 to
Saturday, October 6, 2018. The conference hotel is
Staybridge Suites, located just off the LSU campus at
4001 Nicholson Drive, Baton Rouge. We will be
meeting during the LSU Fall Break (Oct. 4-5) on cam-
pus in the Howe-Russell-KniffenBuilding (Geoscience
Complex) (pictured above), located across from the
LSU Student Union. Paid parking is available on cam-
pus at the Barnes & Noble complex, also adjacent to
the LSU Student Union. More details on parking will
be forthcoming. A shuttle will run between the hotel
and the Geoscience Complex. For those who prefer
to walk, the straight distance between the Staybridge
Suites and the Geoscience Complex is 1 km (0.62
miles), or about a 20 minute walk.

In addition to paper and poster sessions, we are
planning a number of special events, including:

e Invited address by Dr. Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach,
UT-Austin, President, American Association of
Geographers, on upcoming AAG initiatives

1)

2)

4 ’//‘ — W I HER }’ .'

Keynote presentation by Dr. Craig Colten, Carl
O. Sauer Professor, Department of Geography
and Anthropology, LSU, “Making the Invisible,
Visible: Geographers Expose Louisiana’s Coastal
Land Loss”

Two socials and two luncheons included with
registration;

A variety of local field trips:

Post-Katrina New Orleans (Barry Keim) - This
field trip will mostly focus on sites relevant to
Hurricane Katrina flooding across the New Orle-
ans metro region, including the 17th Street Ca-
nal, London Avenue Canal, and Industrial Canal
breaches.

Urban Landscapes of Baton Rouge (Craig Col-
ten) — Poised on the Pleistocene Terrace, Baton
Rouge's landscape is shaped by government,
industry, and universities. Its revitalized urban
core and flood-prone suburbs offer insights into
urban growth in the 21st century.

Student paper and poster competitions, includ-
ing a World Geography Bowl. See our confer-
ence webpages at http://www.sw-aag.org/
schedule--program.html for more information.
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Submissions for sessions and abstracts are due by 5
PM CST on 1 September 2018 (note, student com-
petition submissions are due by 5 PM CST on 30 Au-
gust 2018). Use the session and abstract submission
forms available from the SWAAG 2018 website.

SWAAG 2018 is sponsored by The LSU Department
of Geography and Anthropology and Visit Baton
Rouge.

Meeting Overview

Wednesday, October 3:
Registration at Staybridge s
Suites, evening social at
Walk-Ons (adjacent to
Staybridge Suites) 6-10
pm.

Walk-Ons Bistreaux and Bar

Thursday, October 4: Registration at Geoscience
Complex atrium; luncheon and invited address by
Dr. Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach LSU Student Union; Riv-
er Studies Center afternoon tour (limited to 50 par-
ticipants), 3-4 pm; Geography Bowl (Geoscience
Complex), 5-8 pm.

Friday, October 5: Registration at LSU Geoscience
Complex atrium; luncheon, keynote address and
awards LSU Student Union; SWAAG business meet-
ing (LSU Geoscience Complex); evening social with
Cajun band T'Monde (Barcadia bar & restaurant,
north campus entrance), 6-9 pm.

Saturday, October 6:
Field trips (departing
from Staybridge
Suites).

Baton Rouge |

waterfront

2018 SWAAG Student Competitions

All students, both graduate and undergraduate, are
encouraged to participate in the student paper and
poster competitions at the 2018 SWAAG conference
in Baton Rouge, LA. Note the submission deadline
of 30 August 2018 at 5pm CST. For complete compe-
tition guidelines and instructions, please visit: http://
www.sw-aag.org/student-competitions.html.  All
questions or inquiries should be sent to SWAAG
Treasurer, Erik Prout at prout@geog.tamu.edu.

2018 SWAAG Student Travel Scholarships

SWAAG is pleased offer up to ten travel scholarships,
up to $300 each, for students in need to attend the
2018 SWAAG annual meeting. For eligibility and ap-
plication materials, please visit http://www.sw-
aag.org/swaag-student-travel-scholarships.html .
The application deadline is 10 September 2018.

The Southwestern Geographer

By John Tiefenbacher, Senior Editor of The Southwest-
ern Geographer, Texas State University

Two articles were published in the 2017 volume of
The Southwestern Geographer and two have been
published the current 2018 issue (see below). There
are other manuscripts at various stages of review,
but submissions are always welcome. The journal's
website  (http://www.sw-aag.org/southwestern-
geographer.html) is free to use, although one must
register first, and has all of the current and past is-
sues of the journal and articles available for free
download.
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The editors would like to thank those who have giv-
en their time to review submitted manuscripts, par-
ticularly when their reviews were turned around
quickly and within the desired time-frames to en-
hance the speed to publication. Your help is very im-
portant for enhancing the quality of the journal and
is very much appreciated by the editors.

The editors invite faculty members of the Southwest
Division of the American Association of Geographers
(SWAAG) who desire to assist with the processing of
submitted manuscripts, the extending of invitations
to review manuscripts, and the evaluation of reviews
to contact us.

Submissions are always encouraged and welcome,
particularly by members of SWAAG, regarding re-
search pertinent to the region, or of papers that have
been presented at conferences in the region. For
queries, comments, and other information, please
contact the editors, Dr. John Tiefenbacher
(tief@txstate.edu) or Dr. Erik Prout
(prout@geog.tamu.edu).

The Southwestern Geographer, Vol 20 (2017)
Table of Contents

e Water Conservation Flows Downstream: The Role
of State Policy in Municipal Action by Martin
Koch and Travis Gliedt, pp. 1-17.

e Maintaining Walls: Environmental and Social Im-
pacts of the U.S.-Mexico Border Fence by Adriana
E. Martinez and Innisfree McKinnon, pp. 18 - 30.

The Southwestern Geographer, Vol 21 (2018)
Table of Contents

e Ecosystem services and damage costs of federal
lands: Case study of Gila National Forest, USA by
Aspen Manning and Jason Julian, pp. 1 - 15.

e Resilience of Immigrants in the US Recession and
Recovery by Richard Jones, pp. 16-35

SWAAG News and Announcements

Texas State University and [Se8F
the University of Texas at -
Austin will be co-hosting E6&&
the 9th bi-annual Race, , D¢
Ethnicity, and Place (REP) ) .
Conference in Austin from : .'. W
October 23-25, 2018. In '
the spirit of this year's
theme, "Engaged Scholar-
ship: Fostering Civil and
Human Rights,” we are
collaborating with the City of Austin’s Mexican Amer-
ican Cultural Center to hold the conference in the
community. The beautiful Emma S. Barrientos Mexi-
can American Cultural Center (ESB MACC) is located
adjacent to Town Lake and the Rainey Street Historic
District in downtown Austin with many opportunities
to enjoy the lake and live music. Students, faculty,
and other professionals representing a wide range of
disciplines will share papers, posters, and panel
presentations.

REP Conference Iy
2
¢

New Hires

Dr. Eric Magrane will start as an Assistant Professor
at New Mexico State University in August. Eric
earned his PhD in Geography from the University of
Arizona in 2017. His research interests are diverse
and encompass cultural geography and creativity,
human-environment geography, climate and cul-
ture, the Anthropocene, geopoetics, art and envi-
ronment,  environmental  humanities,  politi-
cal ecology, and critical methodologies.

Retirements

Linda S. Fair, Assistant Professor at the University of
Arkansas Fort Smith, retired as of May 2018 and
moved to Maryland to spend more time with her six
grandchildren. She can be reached at
Isfair@gmail.com
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SWAAG Budget (30 June 2018)
By Erik Prout, SWAAG Treasurer, Texas A&M University

8/31/17 | Balance forward $13,566.95
9/19/17 | Phillips - honorarium - FT guide (200.00) 13,366.95
9/19/17 | Roth - honorarium - FT Guide (200.00) 13,166.95
9/30/17 | SWAAG 2017 Registrations 9,065.00 22,231.95
9/30/17 | PayPal fees (301.42) 21,930.53
10/11/17 | Univ of OK Gold Sponsorship 250.00 22,180.53
10/30/17 @ Texas State Univ SWAAG sponsorship 850.00 23,030.53
10/31/17 | SWAAG 2017 registrations 2,280.00 25,310.53
10/4/17 | Discount Trophies - GeoBowl trophy (92.01) 25,218.52
10/13/17 | WGB buzzers (119.70) 25,098.82
10/4/17 | Buffalo Wild Wings (1,350.00) 23,748.82
10/19/17 | Schlotzsky's Bakery (1,884.77) 21,864.05
10/20/17 @ Texas Prison Museum (36.00) 21,828.05
10/20/17 | Farmhouse Cafe (2,616.25) 19,211.80
10/31/17 | Classic Fare Catering (124.55) 19,087.25
10/31/17 | PayPal fees for SWAAG regs (80.96) 19,006.29
10/23/17 | Contreras - honorarium (200.00) 18,806.29
11/30/17 | Brannstrom - WGB sponsorship 50.00 18,856.29
11/1/17 | Frazier: Reimburs. for conf. expenses (306.27) 18,550.02
11/15/17 | Hemingway - 1st Place Grad Paper Award (250.00) 18,300.02
11/15/17 | Lu - 3rd Place Graduate Poster Award (50.00) 18,250.02
11/15/17 | Luce - 1st Place Undergrad Poster (250.00) 18,000.02
11/15/17 | Aney - 2nd Place GeoBowl Award (100.00) 17,900.02
11/15/17 | Hodge - 1st Place GeoBowl Award (250.00) 17,650.02
11/15/17 | Jackson - 3rd Place Undergrad Poster Award (50.00) 17,600.02
11/15/17 | Kyle - 1St Place Graduate Poster Award (250.00) 17,350.02
11/15/17 | Rindy - 2nd Place Graduate Paper Award (100.00) 17,250.02
11/15/17 | Maleki - 2nd Place Grad Paper Award (100.00) 17,150.02
11/15/17 | Omotere - 2nd Place Grad Poster Award (100.00) 17,050.02
11/15/17 | Yip - 2nd Place Undergrad Poster Award (100.00) 16,950.02
11/7/17 | Watson - refund (35.00) 16,915.02
11/7/17 | Watson -reimburse fee for refund 1.02 16,916.04
2/27/18 | Fry - domain renewal (40.34) 16,875.70
2/27/18 | Buenemann - website renewal (44.10) 16,831.60
3/23/18 | AAG contribution for WGB 2018 1,000.00 17,831.60
5/25/18 | Goff - Summer Research Scholarship (300.00) 17,531.60
5/25/18 | Hodge - Summer Research Scholarship (300.00) 17,231.60
5/25/18 | Tucker - Summer Research Scholarship (400.00) 16,831.60
6/27/18 | Harrison - WGB travel SWAAG (300.00) 16,531.60
6/27/18 | Nixon - WGB travel SWAAG (300.00) 16,231.60
6/27/18 | Jandick - WGB travel SWAAG (300.00) 15,931.60
6/27/18 | Aney - WGB travel SWAAG (300.00) 15,631.60
6/27/18 | Hodge - WGB travel SWAAG (300.00) 15,331.60
6/27/18 | Jones - WGB travel SWAAG (300.00) 15,031.60

6/30/18 | BALANCE 15,031.60



