
This has been a great year for 

SWAAG, with many new pro-

grams, initiatives, and honors. 

First, I would like to congratu-

late the Department of Geog-

raphy and the Environment at the University of 

North Texas for receiving the 2017 AAG Award for 

Mastersé Program Excellence. And I also thank UNT-

Geography for hosting the Regional Meeting last 

year, where all shared good times and great re-

search. Congratulations to Stephanie Mundis 

(NMSU) who won Best Graduate Student Paper 

award at SWAAG and the first annual AAG Out-

standing Graduate Student Presentation at a Re-

gional Meeting (see page 5) for her very important 

collaborative research on æSpatial distribution of 

mosquitoes that vector Zika, dengue, and West Nile 

Virus in New Mexico.ç Congratulations to Texas 

State University for winning the 2nd annual SWAAG 

GeoBowl. At the World Geography Bowl in Boston, 

the SWAAG team (composed of grad and under-

graduates from UNM, NMSU, UNT, UCO, and TXST) 

finished in third place (see page 6). I look forward to 

seeing the SWAAG team in the championship round 

next year (no pressure, Matt). At this yearés regional 

meeting in Huntsville, we will elect our first student 

board member, to serve a two-year term. At next 

yearés meeting in Baton Rouge, we will elect a sec-

ond student board member, to serve an alternating 
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two-year term. These student leaders will be vital in 

making sure that SWAAG meets its priority of serving 

and promoting students in the Region.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank some of 

the SWAAG members who have provided mentor-

ship and assistance in organizing SWAAG initiatives 

and activities. As Treasurer and then Secretary, I ben-

efitted from Michaela Buennemannés leadership and 

enthusiasm. Michaela continues to support SWAAG 

in many ways, including (but not limited to) main-

taining the website, listserv, social media, and provid-

ing advice whenever called upon. Ron Hagelmanés 

and Darren Purcellés leadership (as Regional Counci-

lors and all-around great guys) and advice has also 

been invaluable. It has been rewarding working with 

Matt Fry, Emily Fekete, and Amy Frazier, and Iém sure 

they will take SWAAG to new heights.  

SWAAG Chairés Column 
By Jason Julian, SWAAG Chair, 
Texas State University 
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Congratulations to Emily Fekete, who is now Com-

munication, Education, and Media Specialist at AAG 

headquarters, where Iém sure sheéll continue to sup-

port SWAAG and fight for all geographers. I also 

thank Alberto Giordano for supporting and encour-

aging my role in SWAAG. Finally, thank you to all 

who have contributed to SWAAG over the past 

three years (way too many to name) in various roles 

(judges, question writers, letter writers, session or-

ganizers, field trip leaders, etc.) and also to all those 

who have supported SWAAG over the past decades 

(way, way too many to name).        

I have been a member of SWAAG for four years and 

an officer for the past three years, which goes to 

show you that you can æjump right inç to SWAAG 

and be a contributing member. At this yearés annual 

meeting in Boston, I attended the Regional Chairs 

and Councilors meeting. From this meeting, my 

thoughts on the dynamism of SWAAG was rein-

forced. We are one of the most active and enthusi-

astic Regional Divisions of AAG, which I believe is 

the result of (1) a strong foundation laid by long -

term dedicated members, (2) a culture of collegiality 

and support among faculty and students across in-

stitutions, and (3) enthusiasm from many young and 

emerging Geographers. My hope is that newcomers 

to SWAAG will continue to support this culture and 

add to this enthusiasm.    
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Musings from the Regional Councilor 

By Darren Purcell, SWAAG Regional 
Councilor, University of Oklahoma 

In preparing the annual SWAAG 

report for the Spring AAG Council 

meeting, many chairs shared with 

me a range of challenges facing 

universities and the field as a whole. 

However, news of a few new programs and growth 

in some areas provided reason to be encouraged. In 

this column, I want to highlight three issues I hope 

SWAAG members are keeping an eye on to consider 

how they might act to effect positive outcomes.  

The AAG is monitoring the progress of the Geospa-

tial Data Act (S. 1253) in the U.S. Senate.1 According 

to the AAGés Becky Pendergrast, passage of the act 

would change a procurement law known as the 

Brooks Act, which limits federal contracts for archi-

tectural and engineering services to architectural and 

engineering firms.2 The AAG has no issue with that. 

AAGés concerns arise with the definition of mapping 

and GIS services as architectural and engineering 

services. This would exclude many in the GIS sector 

from competing for contracts unless they were part 

of such firms. As of mid-July, S. 1253 was referred to 

the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transpor-

tation.  Let me encourage you to look at the billés 

text, the AAGés analysis, and contact your lawmakers 

to weigh in. It is my personal view this bill could fa-

cilitate moves of GIS and remote sensing education 

to other disciplines, as many universities have seen 

other departments offer GIS coursework.  

Shifting gears, at last Novemberés AAG Council 

meeting, the Great Plains/Rocky Mountain councilor 

relayed concerns over the impact of Advanced 

Placement Human Geography (APHG) on enroll-

ments in college human geography courses. While 

no hard data was presented, the perception of nega-

tive impacts remains. There may be reason to be 

concerned. This past June, just over 200,000 APHG 

essay exams were scored, and 49% of students 

scored a 3 or higher (the minimum score for some 

institutions to offer course credit). The number of 

exams has grown annually since the courseés first 

offering in 2001 and Texas is one of the two largest 

contributors to the total.   

After the concerns were shared, the discussion shift-

ed to impacts on geography in terms of the number 

of majors. Julie Cidell councilor for East Lakes, shared 

that in a review at University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign, only six percent of incoming students 



reported an APHG score and of those, only six per-

cent took more geography courses.  At the Universi-

ty of Oklahoma (OU), 14 percent of the 2014 fresh-

man class reported an APHG score (many students 

from Texas, where APHG is a popular course for 

high school freshmen, attend OU), 12 percent of 

those took another geography course, usually a 

physical geography course for general education 

credit. Fewer than three percent took more than 

one geography course and less than one percent 

attempted a geography major. Personally, I would 

like to know how other SWAAG region universities 

are faring in this regard.  

Such numbers should motivate geography depart-

ments to seriously look at what faculty can do to 

reach out to high school educators and their stu-

dents to showcase the discipline. Additionally, facul-

ty must consider how to improve the position of 

geography courses in social science education pro-

grams. If the teachers receive greater exposure to 

the field, it can only benefit the students taking the 

course and potentially aid departments in getting 

the word out early about what is often termed a 

ædiscoveryç discipline.  

Finally, the two issues are connected in the pro-

posed Advanced Placement Geographic Information 

Science and Technology (GIS&T) course, which the 

AAG has developed. 3 The assumption is that such a 

course will help the discipline. While offerings of this 

course are several years out, if College Board ap-

proves it at all, we have to ensure it does indeed 

help foster greater interest in geography and GIS 

programs.   

I look forward to seeing many of you at Sam Hou-

ston State University, in Huntsville, TX, for the 2017 

SWAAG meeting. If you have questions about AAG 

activities or concerns you want raised at the No-

vember council meeting, please contact me at dpur-

cell@ou.edu. 
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2016 SWAAG Conference in Denton, TX 

By Matt Fry, Meeting Co-Organizer, 
University of North Texas 

The 2016 Annual Meeting of 

the Southwest Division of 

the American Association of 

Geographers (SWAAG) was 

held October 20-22 in Den-

ton, TX. The meeting was 

hosted by the Department 

of Geography and the Environment at the University 

of North Texas. Nearly 150 students, faculty, and 

practitioners attended the meeting. Paper and poster 

sessions were held in and around the historic Court-

house Square district in the heart of the city.  

SWAAGers enjoy the lawn outside the Denton Courthouse. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1253/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1253/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1253/text
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3khk7szkh0ufyo4/The%20Geospatial%20Data%20Act.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3khk7szkh0ufyo4/The%20Geospatial%20Data%20Act.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3khk7szkh0ufyo4/The%20Geospatial%20Data%20Act.pdf
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2016 SWAAG paper session in the historic Courthouse in Denton, TX. 

2016 SWAAG paper session at Mulberry Street Cantina in Denton, TX. 

2016 SWAAG paper session in the historic Courthouse in Denton, TX. 

2016 SWAAG poster session at UNT on the Square in Denton, TX. 

The meeting featured 17 paper and three poster ses-

sions, in addition to the student GeoBowl competi-

tion and the annual SWAAG business meeting. The 

plenary speaker, Dr. Derek Alderman, University of 

Tennessee, Vice-President, of the American Associa-

tion of Geographers, brought the meeting to a close 

with a presentation on his research into the struggle 

for civil rights as ægeospatial work.ç  

2016 SWAAG GeoBowl at UNT Environmental Science Building. 

SWAAGers at UNT on the Square (l) and the Courthouse (r) in Denton 

2016 SWAAG  Banquet at UNT Environmental Science Building. 
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Graduate Student Paper Competition 

1st  Placeå Nathan Sleight, OU, æStream Fragmentation 

and Infrastructure Condition in the Great Plainsç 

2nd Placeå Levi Shinn, UN-Omaha, æEffects of Land Cov-

er Change on Duck Populations within Managed Duck 

Hunting Areas in Missouriç 

3rd Placeå Grant Moss, TXSTU, æConnecting Protected 

Places in Texas Using Riparian Conservation Networksæ 

Graduate Student Poster Competition 

1st  Placeå Stephanie Mundis,  NMSU, æSpatial Distribu-

tion of Mosquitoes that Vector Zika, Dengue, and West 

Nile Virus in New Mexicoç 

2nd Placeå Ioannis Kamarinas, TXSTU, æNonlinear Rela-

tionships Between Land Use/Cover Change and Sediment 

Runoff on an Intensively Managed Landscapeç 

3rd PlaceåReed Under-

wood, UNT,  æMemory 

and Continuity Amidst 

Irreversible Decline in 

the Texas Big Emptyæ 

3rd PlaceåYun Zhao, 

OSU, æHow Urban Form 

Rejects High-Speed Rail: 

A Focus on High-Speed 

Rail Proposals in the 

United Statesç 

Undergraduate Student Poster Competition 

1st  Placeå Alex Shaffer, OU, æMedia 

Coverage of Drought in Southwest 

Regionç 

2nd Placeå Emil Karlsson, SFASU, æThe 

Case of Mr. Hardemanç 

3rd Placeå Seguin Alexander, et al., 

Selwyn College Preparatory School, 

æPredicted Impact of New Selwyn College Preparatory 

School Campus Location on Enrollment æ 

As a past SWAAG student paper competitor (SWAAG Col-

lege Station, 2007), it was my pleasure to organize the 

2016 Student Paper and Poster Competitions for the 

SWAAG meeting in Denton. For many of us, the student 

competitions are a SWAAG meeting highlight and the 

2016 meeting in Denton was no exception. The submis-

sions included 10 graduate student papers, five graduate 

posters, and three undergraduate posters (including a 

high school submission). I thank all student competitors 

and congratulate them on their research and presentation 

skills. In particular, the graduate paper sessions were ex-

ceptional and highlighted some excellent up -and-coming 

scholars from our region. In total, 10 students received 

awards. Congratulations to you all!  Finally, many thanks 

to the eight volunteer judges who helped evaluate and 

rank the student papers and posters.  

2016 SWAAG Student Competitions 

By Matt Fry, SWAAG Secretary, 
University of North Texas 

Jason Julian (l) with Stephanie 

Mundis (r) of NMSU after win-

ning the AAG Outstanding 

Graduate Student Presentation 

at the Boston AAG meeting in 

2017. 
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1st  Placeå Texas State Wild Rice (Texas State Uni-

versity)  

2nd Placeå Wolfpack (University of New Mexico) 

3rd Placeå North Texas Navigators (University 

of North Texas) 

Team Competition At the 2016 SWAAG meeting in Denton, seven 

teams competed in the 2nd Annual GeoBowl:  

Tarleton Texans 

Texas State Wild Rice 

Central Oklahoma Earth-Shakers 

New Mexico State Roadrunners 

UNM Wolfpack 

North Texas Navigators 

OU-OSU What the Frack-ers 

A team composed of graduate and undergraduate 

students from UNM, NMSU, UNT, UCO, and TXST 

(pictured below) also finished in third place at the 

World Geography Bowl at the  Boston AAG in 2017.  

2nd Annual SWAAG GeoBowl 

Individual Competition  

1st  Placeå Nathan Lopez-Brody, New Mexico State 

University  

2nd Placeå Sagert 

Sheets, University of New 

Mexico  

3rd Placeå Katie Krupa-

la, University of North 

Texas 

Congratulations to the following GeoBowl scholars: 



Page 7 SWAAG Newsletter 2017 

2017 SWAAG Meeting 

By Don Albert, SWAAG 2017 Organizing Committee 
Chair, Sam Houston State University 

The Department of Geography and Geology at Sam 

Houston State University invites you to attend 

SWAAG 2017 in Huntsville, Texas. Our meeting will 

take place from Wednesday, October 25 (pre-

conference) to Saturday, October 28, 2017. Our con-

ference hotel, the Hampton Inn & Suites, is located 

within the Ravenwood Village Shopping Center, 

Huntsville, Texas. We will be meeting on October 26 

and 27, 2017, at the Walker Education Center 

(pictured above), located on the grounds of the Sam 

Houston Memorial Museum. Parking is available at 

the hotel and the center. More details on parking will 

be forthcoming. A shuttle will run between the hotel 

and the nearby conference center.  

In addition to paper and poster sessions, we are 

planning a number of special events, including: 

¶ Invited address by Dr. Derek Alderman, Univer-

sity of Tennessee, President, American Associa-

tion of Geographers; 

¶ Invited presentation by Dr. Jeff Littlejohn (Sam 

Houston University), Associate Chair, Depart-

ment of History, on German and Japanese Pris-

oners of War at Camp Huntsville, Texas, 1942-

1945; 

¶ Two socials and two luncheons included with 

registration; 

¶ A variety of local field trips (prison  landscapes, 

housing from recycled materials); 

¶ Student paper and poster competitions, in-

cluding a World Geography Bowl. 

See our conference webpages at http://www.sw -

aag.org/2017-meeting.html  for more information.  

Session submissions are due by 5 PM CST on 18 

September 2017. Submissions for paper and poster 

presentations are due by 5 PM CST on 20 Septem-

ber 2017. Use the session and abstract submission 

forms available from the SWAAG 2017 website. 

http://www.sw-aag.org/2017-meeting.html
http://www.sw-aag.org/2017-meeting.html
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The Texas Map Society will be joining us at SWAAG 

2017. SWAGG members will be welcome to attend 

their sessions and vice versa. The Texas Map Society 

will have representation and participation in select 

SWAGG sessions and other activities, but their main 

gathering will be Saturday afternoon, October 28, in 

the Department of Geography and Geology located 

in the Lee Drain Building, Sam Houston State Uni-

versity. We will provide more information about the 

Texas Map Societyés activities on the SWAGG 2017 

webpages and onsite during the conference. The 

Department of Geography and Geology at Sam 

Houston State University, the City of Huntsville, Tex-

as, and IGI Global are sponsoring SWAAG 2017. 

Meeting Overview 

Wednesday, October 25: Registration at Hampton 

Inn & Suites; evening social at Buffalo Wild Wings 

Thursday, October 26: Registration at Walker Educa-

tion Center; luncheon and invited address by Dr. 

Derek Alderman; campus tour (Walker Education 

Center); Geography Bowl (Hampton Inn & Suites) 

Friday, October 27: Registration at Walker Education 

Center; luncheon, keynote address and awards; 

SWAAG business meeting (Hampton Inn & Suites); 

Sam Houston Memorial Museum tour (Walker Edu-

cation Center); evening social (Hampton Inn & 

Suites)                                             

Saturday, October 28: Field trips (departing from 

Hampton Inn & Suites) 

2017 SWAAG Student Competitions 

By Amy Frazier, SWAAG Treasurer 
Oklahoma State University 

All students, both graduate and undergraduate, are 

encouraged to participate in the student paper and 

poster competitions at the SWAAG conference in 

Huntsville, TX. Note the submission deadline of 17 

September 2017 at 5pm CST. For complete competi-

tion guidelines and instructions, please visit: http://

www.swơaag.org/student-competitions.html . All 

questions or inquiries should be sent 

to amy.e.frazier@okstate.edu 

The Southwestern Geographer 

By John Tiefenbacher, Senior Editor of �7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W��
�H�U�Q���*�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U, Texas State University 

Three articles were published in the 2016 volume of 

The Southwestern Geographer (see below) and there 

are three manuscripts at various stages of review for 

the 2017 volume. The journalés website is free to use, 

though one must register first, and has all current 

and past issues of the journal and articles available 

for download.  

The editors would like to thank those who have giv-

en their time to review submitted manuscripts, par-

ticularly when their reviews were turned around 

quickly and within the desired timeơframes to en-

hance the speed to publication. Your help is very 


