Summer 2010
From the Chair
It occurs to me that this is both an exciting
time to be a geographer and a worrisome time
to be in Academia. Now, more than ever, it
seems geography and geographers are taking
lead roles in making significant discoveries,
shaping policies at a range of scales, and
contributing positively to society. The
publication of Understanding the Changing
Planet: Strategic Directions for the
Geographical Sciences (National Research
Council 2010) provides a jumping off point for
us to talk to our colleagues about the value and
purposes of our discipline. As the authors of
Understanding the Changing Planet state,
“The importance of the geographical sciences
in the 21st century becomes clear when one
considers the extent to which many of the
central challenges of our time are tied to
changes unfolding in the spatial organization
and character of the peoples,
places, landscapes, and environments found on
the surface of the planet.” (14) Geographers
are traditionally shy and reluctant to talk about
the importance of what we do. But now is a
good time to start speaking out and sharing the
ways we can make a clear difference across a
number of areas of concern. Let’s use this
publication as a way to enter into a dialogue
with fellow geographers and colleagues in
other disciplines to further define what we
do—and don’t do.
As we face very difficult budgetary crises
across the SWAAG region—the worrisome
part of being in higher education right now—
this dialogue unfortunately becomes even more
necessary. Programs in every institution are
being examined, and frequently they are being
asked to justify their existence.
Many of us may be required to defend a
continuation of the programs in which we
work. It is likely that we will have to compete
more fiercely for waning resources. Graduate

students may see fewer assistantships and
rising costs. Informing our colleagues about
the importance of geography, the methods we
use in our research, our teaching effectiveness,
and the importance of our perspectives, may
offer us protection when administrators glance
around seeking “efficiencies.”
We will have many opportunities to discuss
these and related issues at the annual SWAAG
meeting in October. I urge all of you to attend
and to bring graduate and undergraduate
students with you. SWAAG is a great venue to
expose your students to academic meetings,
and it provides a friendly and supportive
environment for first-time presenters. It is a
conference at which you can recruit graduate
students, share lessons learned, and support
your colleagues. And finally, come to
SWAAG this fall, participate in reviewing the
SWAAG by-laws and caste your vote on
revisions and updates. We need broad
participation to ensure shared governance. So,
as the summer rolls into the fall, let me make
three suggestions: read Understanding the
Changing Planet, talk about geography with
your colleagues, and come to Tahlequah.
Sarah Bednarz, Texas A&M University
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SWAAG Annual Meeting
October 14-16, 2010
Northeastern State University
Tahlequah, Oklahoma
The 2010 annual meeting of the
Southwestern Division of the Association of
American Geographers (SWAAG) will be in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma on the campus of
Northeastern State University (NSU), October
14-16. Situated in the foothills of the Ozarks
in Oklahoma’s “Green Country” between
beautiful lakes Tenkiller and Ft. Gibson
Tahlequah is the capital of the Cherokee
Nation at the western terminus of the tragic
Trail of Tears. The newly-renovated Cherokee
Supreme Court building is the oldest public
building in Oklahoma (1844). The fall foliage
should be glorious, yet the weather will likely
be warm enough for a float trip on the Illinois
River, Oklahoma’s first designated scenic
river; so bring your family and/or friends.
NSU traces its heritage to the Cherokee
Female Seminary, the first institution of higher
learning for women west of the Mississippi
(1851).
Our meetings will be in Northeastern’s
University Center, and the conference hotel
will be the Holiday Inn Express (with
additional lodging available at Comfort Inn &
Suites and Best Western Tahlequah Inn.) Air
travel arrangements should be made to either
Tulsa International Airport or Northwest
Arkansas Regional Airport, both of which are
a little more than an hour from Tahlequah. We
will provide limited shuttle service from the
Tulsa airport on Thursday evening and
Saturday morning and afternoon.
A reception on Thursday evening will
get us started in a friendly, informal way with
drinks and light refreshments at a local eatery
near campus. All paper and poster sessions
will be on Friday along with a noon luncheon
and evening banquet. There will be one or two
field trips on Saturday morning. One field trip
will focus on the cultural and historical
geography of the area with special emphasis on

the Cherokee. The second field trip is still in
the planning stages but will likely be to Tulsa
with emphasis on its art deco architecture and
cultural history. We’re planning a “compact”
meeting in light of the tough budgets that most
of our universities are facing.
More information will be sent via email and posted on our departmental website
(http://arapaho.nsuok.edu/~socsci/) as the
meeting draws nearer, but it’s not too early to
mark your calendar and plan to join your
SWAAG colleagues in Tahlequah, October 1416, 2010. You may already make your hotel
reservations at the Holiday Inn Express, 701
Holiday Inn Drive, Tahlequah, OK 74464
(phone 918-456-7800) or online at
http://www.hiexpress.com/hotels/us/en/tahlequ
ah/tahok/hoteldetail. Conference rates are $70
($80.15 with tax); be sure to use the
block/group code “AAG” when booking your
room. The hotel features a full hot breakfast
and free wifi. Shuttles will be available to take
you from the hotel to the meetings on campus.
For more information contact Chuck
Ziehr at (918) 444-3525 or ziehr@nsuok.edu
or Department of Social Sciences, NSU, 609
N. Grand Avenue, Tahlequah, OK 74464. We
look forward to seeing you in October!

---------------------------------------------------New Appointments to SWAAG Schools.
SWAAG welcomes Falguni Mukherjee, Sam
Houston State University; Christine Hallman,
Northeastern State University; and Deanna
Schmidt, University of Houston – Clear Lake.

SWAAG Election Results
Elections to fill the entire slate of offices were
held in February. The results of the 2009
Officer Elections were posted to the SWAAG
listserv in March, with the Sarah Bednarz
(Texas A&M)) elected chair, Darren Purcell

(University of Oklahoma) elected Secretary
and Murray Rice (University of North Texas)
was elected treasurer. A total of thirty-five
votes were cast via both a Doodle poll and
mailed ballots to past chair Michael Yoder.

SWAAG Treasurer’s Report
Date

Item

8/31/08 Balance forward
10/31/08 SWAAG Paper Award – Bigler
10/31/08 SWAAG Paper Award – Haeckel
SWAAG Paper Award –
10/31/08 McWatters
10/31/08 SWAAG Paper Award – Liu
10/31/08 SWAAG Paper Award – Ramesh
10/31/08 SWAAG Poster Award – He
SWAAG Poster Award –
10/31/08 Whiteside
MI Services Corp.– Southwestern
7/27/09 Geographer Journal
8/1/09 Capitation payment FYE09
TX State University check
8/21/09 received

Receipts

Disbursements

($50.00)
($50.00)

$4,339.60
$4,289.60
$4,239.60

($50.00)
($75.00)
($100.00)
($75.00)

$4,189.60
$4,114.60
$4,014.60
$3,939.60

($100.00)

$3,839.60

($3,790.00)
$1,000.00

$49.60
$1,049.60

$1,457.00

$1,506.60

8/31/09 Balance – Audited
8/31/09 Balance forward
MI Services Corp – Southwestern
10/5/09 Geographer Journal
Wyndham Riverfront – SWAAG
10/29/09 meeting
12/11/09 Allender - reimb exp for conf
2/28/10 Balance
Source: Teri Martin, AAG Accounting Manager

Balance

$2,506.60
$2,506.60
($1,930.82)

$6,826.87

$575.78

($4,474.48) ($3,898.70)
$2,928.17
$2,928.17

Treasurer’s Note: Student prizes were paid for out of an account the SWAAG 20009
Local Arrangements Committee opened. Submitted by Murray Rice, SWAAG Treasurer

