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SWAAG Fall 2008
Once a year, the geographers of the Southwest gather to share ideas, posters, gos-
sip, conduct business, and, most importantly, to award outstanding graduate stu-
dents for their intellectual and scholarly output…

The annual SWAAG 

Student Paper Com-

petition was held on 

October 23. Judges 

Michaela Buene-

mann, Murray Rice, 

Perry Carter, Cynthia 

Sorrensen, Steven Quiring, and Ron Hagelman lis-

tened to an outstanding group of papers. Judges 

Jonathan Comer, Judy Hoffman, Carol Campbell, 

and Kent McGregor reviewed a range of posters to 

reach consensus on winners (pictured above). First 

place was taken by Sathya Ramesh, the University of 

North Texas, for her paper, “An Automated Approach 

to Remotely Sensed Image Fusion Based on Trade-

offs Between Spatial and Spectral Resolutions.” Sec-

ond place went to Xingjian Liu, Texas State Univer-

sity, for “Road Selection Based on Voronoi Diagrams 

and Strokes in Map Generalization.” There was an 

exciting tie for Third Place (despite rumors not re-

solved by a rough and tumble game of rock-paper-

scissors) between Ingrid Haeckel, University of 

Texas, and Mason McWatters, University of Texas. 

In the Poster Contest, Texas State University domi-

nated. First place was awarded to Clayton White-

sides for “Rocky Substrate and the Lower Treeline 

Ecotone of Yellowstone National Park.” Second 

place was taken by Elaine He’s poster on “Environ-

mental Awareness of Chinese Youth: A Comparative 

Case Study of Shanghai and Gansu Province.” Con-

gratulations to the next generation of geographers.

Navigating Tough Economic 
Times

At the 

spring 

meeting of 

the AAG 

Council, 

regional 

council-

lors re-

ported on 

how de-

partments from their respective divisions were deal-

ing with budget challenges.  Commonly, university 

administrators had responded to queries that they 

were seeking to avoid faculty layoffs, although other 
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measures such as furloughs were in the offing.  

Budget impacts were uneven across the country, with 

east and west seaboard states facing some of the big-

ger financial strains.  Also,  some better-managed or 

more richly endowed schools are facing less severe 

cuts. 

Preserving positions in the face of retirement was a 

common concern.  Some chairs reported faculty 

were deferring retirement to avoid the loss of posi-

tions, while retirements in other departments enabled 

preservation of graduate assistant funds. 

With the contraction of jobs in the 

private sector, many programs are 

anticipating an increase in Mas-

ters, but not Ph.D. students. Fund-

ing for advanced graduate stu-

dents is extremely tight and ex-

ternal funding is often necessary.  

Federal support of science 

through granting agencies offers 

some short-term hope, particu-

larly in the area of climate 

change.  With fewer graduate stu-

dent positions, some departments 

are having to realign how they 

teach labs and introductory 

courses that rely on teaching 

assistants.  Some departments re-

ported rolling out certificate programs to bring in 

summer revenue that can support graduate students 

during the school year. 

A general theme of the discussion was that geogra-

phy offers important skills in the face of our current 

situation.  When making a case to preserve a depart-

ment, chairs can emphasize the socially relevant top-

ics including climate, economic development, en-

ergy, cultural diversity, and hazards. Larger social 

trends,such as globalization and internationalization, 

provide continued and growing need for geography 

education. Preparing students for a global society 

underscores the increasing centrality of geography to 

university and society.

The council also concluded that department chairs 

should work with administrators to focus on metrics 

that demonstrate the contributions of their depart-

ments. For example, since geography often plays an 

important service role and has large sections; chairs 

may do well to convince administrators to emphasize 

head count in addition to majors.  Additionally, ge-

ographers need to maintain a strong sense of solidar-

ity and work collaboratively.

SAGE

Regional councillors have been busy recruiting re-

gional coordinators for the Stand Alone 

Geographers (SAGE) Affinity Group.  

Many geographers are singular repre-

sentatives of the discipline on their 

campuses.  Housed in multi-specialty 

departments, they sometimes face chal-

lenges not encountered by their peers in 

full-fledged departments.  SAGE will 

be an affinity group that will assist 

these individuals deal with the issues 

that lone scholars face.  SWAAG’s 

SAGE Regional Coordinator is Greg 

Atkinson at Tarleton State University.

The regional SAGE representatives met 

with the AAG leadership and regional 

councillors at a breakfast during the 

AAG meeting in Las Vegas.  There was a vigorous 

discussion of issues that they share and most left re-

assured that they were not in fact alone.  Plans are 

underway to host regular SAGE events at regional 

meetings and to foster stronger ties with the AAG 

and among the SAGE members.

Craig Colten, Louisiana State University, 

ccolten@lsu.edu; 
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covered superficially at best, and 

that sorely need our discipline's 

input. 

For starters, the Obama Admin-

istration's pursuit of job creation 

through the building and repair of 

infrastructure will impact the built 

environment in ways that geogra-

phers ought to evaluate.  The em-

phasis is on “shovel-ready pro-

jects” that can put people immedi-

ately to work.  Surely there will be 

some interesting results that merit 

our attention.  At this point, the 

strategy disproportionately favors 

highway construction and repair 

outside of urban areas, a fact that 

makes me question the Admin-

From the SWAAG 
Chair…
In my address this year, I would 

enjoy nothing more than to discuss 

my recent experiences conducting 

qualitative fieldwork-oriented re-

search on small cities of Arkansas 

and the US-Mexico border.  How-

ever, in light of the sobering state 

of the global economy, perhaps it 

is more appropriate that I say 

something about that instead.    

The current economic downturn 

will be dissected, and its causes 

and consequences debated, for 

years if not decades to come.  

Authors representing all disci-

plines of the social sciences still 

contemplate the pe-

troleum and real 

estate crises of the 

1970s and 1980s, 

and the 1990s Asian 

financial crisis, es-

pecially the degree 

to which they im-

pacted the econo-

mies, social condi-

tions, and land use 

patterns of ad-

vanced and devel-

oping countries 

alike.  Given the 

widespread scope of 

the present crisis, 

geographers will 

have plenty of op-

portunities to weigh 

in on it for quite 

some time.  I will 

limit my remarks to 

a few of the topics  

that the mainstream 

media have thus far 

istration's claimed goal of going 

beyond mere job creation by tack-

ling bigger problems like urban 

transportation.  Why don't alterna-

tive forms of intra-urban transpor-

tation receive a bigger piece of the 

pie?  We could learn a lot from the 

Transmilenio intermodal bus and 

bicycle transit system of Bogotá.  

The latter is extremely cost effec-

tive and efficient, and has altered 

that city's geography remarkably.  

I would love to see geographic 

studies that investigate the extent 

to which a similar system is a vi-

able option for U.S. Cities.

I am guessing that the Administra-

tion's decision to  bail out the U.S. 

automobile industry has enormous 

geographic consequences for 

towns and cities in terms of final 

assembly, parts suppliers, and car 

dealerships.  For example, what 

will be the impacts of reorganiza-

tion on the clustering of the auto-

mobile industry and its backward 

linkages?  

Regarding the emphasis on green 

technologies, we certainly have 

seen a lot of research on the loca-

tional characteristics of wind tur-

bines and solar panels, but what 

about the geography of  the manu-

facturing of this hardware?   To 

some extent, these activities are 

beginning to show interesting 

signs of  clustering, and geogra-

phers ought to examine it more 

closely.   Furthermore, the “green-

ing” of buildings that is enjoying 

tax credits and other incentives 

will have geographic significance 

in individual communities.   What 
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among the emerging markets that 

are weathering the crisis relatively 

well, and are predicted to experi-

ence enhanced leadership roles in 

the world economy as a result.   

Tourism and migration patterns 

are impacted by declines in em-

ployment and incomes in the in-

dustrialized countries.  Spain, It-

aly, and Ireland are witnessing 

rapid retreats of Eastern Europe-

ans because of high unemploy-

ment rates, and Mexicans are less 

inclined to attempt to enter the 

U.S. for similar reasons.   Airline 

travel and hotel occupancy are 

greatly diminished.  Collectively 

these macro phenomena have ob-

vious implications for our disci-

pline.

Finally, what does the economic 

situation mean for higher educa-

tion and funding of research?    

I have touched upon only a small 

number of issues here, and have 

obviously raised more questions 

than I alone am capable of  an-

swering.  Hopefully some of you 

will be its impact on architectural 

styles and downtown revitaliza-

tion?  Will it be associated with 

alternative ways of housing 

Americans to the endless sprawl-

ing of our cities for nearly a cen-

tury?

The fifty states have now gone 

through the painful process of bal-

ancing budgets for the July-to-

June fiscal year.  Can conclusions 

be drawn, either regionally or na-

tionally, from the high variation of 

success from state to state?  It 

does appear as though the states 

that produce energy resources, 

such as North Dakota and some in 

the Rocky Mountain region, have 

suffered less painful outcomes 

than many of the states along 

the east and west coasts.

The housing crisis, a major 

contributor to the overall fi-

nancial meltdown, exhibits 

complex spatial trends.  

Some metro areas of the Sun 

Belt have been hurt badly 

because of it, as have some 

Rust Belt cities.  Nine of the 

top ten housing markets in 

the country, those that have 

weathered the storm the best 

(and in some cases are seeing 

increased home prices) are 

located in the SWAAG region.  

The valuation of housing has mul-

tiple ripple effects, including 

property tax revenues that impact 

state and local governance.

Globally, the economic downturn 

varies considerably from place to 

place. China, India, and Brazil are 

will identify additional themes to 

address in your teaching and re-

search.  If you would like to par-

ticipate in a roundtable session on 

this topic at the upcoming North 

Little Rock Meeting, please con-

tact me.

Michael Yoder

Associate Professor 

University of Central Arkansas

myoder@uca.edu

SWAAG Elections
Craig Colten served SWAAG as 

representative to the AAG Council 

for the last three years. We extend 

a special thanks to him. A nomi-

nating committee consisting of 

Fred Shelley, Fiona Davidson, and 

Olen Paul Matthews 

proposed this slate 

of candidates to re-

place Craig: Alyson 

Greiner, Oklahoma 

State University and 

John Tiefenbacher, 

Texas State Univer-

sity. The election 

was conducted via e-

vote.

Congratulations to 

Alyson on her selec-

tion. Alyson’s con-

tact information is:

Oklahoma State University
225 Scott Hall
Stillwater, OK 74078-4073
Ph. 405-744-9169
alyson.greiner@okstate.edu
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SWAAG 2008
Texas State University hosted the 

2008 meeting of SWAAG from 

October 22 through the 24th. 

More than 200 attendees enjoyed 

San Marcos’ hospitality, 71 pa-

pers, and 29 posters during the 

three-day meeting. Thursday’s 

events began 

with a coffee reception hosted by 

SWIG on the Courthouse Square 

and participants were welcomed 

by the official SWAAG reception 

held at Sean Patrick’s Pub later 

that evening. Papers were pre-

sented in 15 concurrent morning 

and afternoon sessions and posters 

were displayed as well. Texas 

State Provost Perry Moore and 

Dean of Liberal Arts Ann Marie 

Ellis welcomed SWAAGsters fol-

lowing lunch. A scintillating key-

note address entitled “Geography, Environmental De-

terminism, and the Bathwater” by AAG vice president 

Carol Harden was very well received by participants. 

Following the business meeting, the awards ceremony 

and old fashioned Texas banquet was held at the 

Cheatham Street Warehouse along the railroad tracks 

in San Marcos’ fashion district. Musical entertainment 

was provided by local legends Memphis Slim and Dr. 

G and the Mudcats. 

The conference was once again closed down by the 

local sheriff’s department, several ATF agents, and 

one sniper.  Saturdays’ events included four well-

subscribed field trips to San Marcos’ far-flung envi-

rons:  one to the north to consider rangeland man-

agement at a ranch, to the northwest to climb En-

chanted Rock and beer at Luckenbock, to the west 

and south to observe the cultural landscapes of the 

Hill Country, and to 

the east and south to 

note changes to the 

landscapes of the 

Blackland Prairie.  

By all accounts (and 

by ignoring com-

plaints) everyone 

seemed to have en-

joyed their visit to 

San Marcos. A post-

conference vote was 

unanimous to “never 

let Tiefenbacher organ-

ize another damned anything again!”  See you at next 

year’s  Arkansas smackdown!

Photos Above: John Tiefenbacher. The evening at 
Cheathams, from left to right, Jim Petersen, Kent Mathew-
son, Craign Colten, Michael Yoder, and Mystery Man in 
Green Sweater.

SWAAG 2009

The 2009 SWAAG Annual Meet-

ing is set for October 29 to 31 at 

the Wyndham Riverfront in 

North Little Rock.  The registra-

tion form and paper/poster abstract 

submission will be on the 

SWAAG 2009 web site, which 

should be up and running some-

time by early July, accessible 

through the UCA-Geography 

home page at: 

http://www.uca.edu/geography/

We’re planning what 

should be a great confer-

ence, and we hope you will 

consider coming early and 

staying late, as there is so 

much to do in the Little 

Rock area.  The hotel is 

right across the river from 

Little Rock’s Rivermarket 

area, with great restau-

rants, bars, live music, and 

vibrant night life within 

walking or trolley distance.  

The hotel is close to the 

Clinton Library, the Arkan-
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pedagogical orientated sessions on 

Friday afternoon which would be 

helpful for those recent graduates 

and ABDs who are about to face 

the realities of a 4-4 teaching load.

The $85 registration in-

cludes a luncheon on 

Thursday, reception at a 

North Little Rock pub 

Thursday evening, and the 

awards banquet Friday 

evening.  Two field trips 

are planned for Saturday 

morning. A physical geog-

raphy tour of central Ar-

kansas will cover the 

Ouachita Mountains, 

Ozark Mountains, Arkan-

sas River Valley, Gulf 

Coastal Plain, and Missis-

sippi Alluvial Plain, which 

all converge around Little 

Rock.  A cultural/urban trip  

will cover the infamous 

integration history of Little 

Rock including the Central 

High Museum (now part of 

the US National Park Sys-

tem) and the Templers Cul-

tural Center, one of the 

oldest and once largest 

African-American fraternal 

organizations in the US.   

The tour will also highlight 

the rapid and dramatic re-

development of the city's 

downtown and Rivermar-

ket district, and the city's 

expanding west side.

Jeff Allender--Organizer

Michael Yoder--SWAAG 

Chairman

SWAAG Business 

Meeting

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was 

called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mi-

chael Yoder, University of Central 

Arkansas.

II. Acknowledgements and An-

nouncements. Recognition of 

Texas State University and John 

Tiefenbacher as hosts of an out-

standing meeting. Welcome was 

made to Carol Harden, Professor, 

University of Tennessee and Vice-

President, AAG, who made wel-

coming remarks.  Minutes from 

the 2007 meeting in Bryan, Texas 

were approved with a motion by 

William Doolittle, University of 

Texas, seconded by John Tiefen-

bacher. 

III. Remarks from the AAG. Craig 

Colten, LSU, discussed limited 

participation at the AAG annual 

meeting. He also promoted the 

idea of the Stand Alone Geogra-

phers interest group. Greg Atkin-

son from Tarleton State University 

described the reasons for such a 

group. Colten also announced that 

AAG will no longer allow editors 

to cross appoint each other to edi-

torial boards. Darren Purcell, Uni-

sas State Museum and Liv-

ing History Museum, 

Children’s Museum, and 

the headquarters of Heifer 

International, one of the 

newest and most efficient 

Green Buildings in the US 

(tours are offered).  Also 

within walking distance is 

a WWII submarine (tours 

offered), and across the 

street from the hotel's 

parking lot is a fine, 

authentic Irish pub (most 

of the woodwork was 

brought over from the “old 

country”).  Within a short 

drive from the hotel are 

some wonderful hiking and 

climbing areas to get out 

and stretch your legs.  Late 

October is the peak of fall 

colors the best weather of 

the year.  

To make visiting these at-

tractions easier, a three day 

streetcar pass is included in 

each registration, and all 

but the hiking/climbing is 

on the streetcar line.  (And 

yes, it’s a real streetcar that 

runs on rails).  The hotel 

offers free shuttle service 

to and from the airport, so 

once you land at Little 

Rock, all your transporta-

tion costs are covered.

The paper sessions will run all day  

on Thursday and Friday with the 

poster sessions Thursday after-

noon and Friday morning.  We 

also plan to have a number of 
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V. Old Business. The University of 

Central Arkansas will host 

SWAAG 2009 in North Little 

Rock. Northeastern State Univer-

sity is hosting 2010 in Tahlequah, 

Oklahoma. There was a call for 

the University of Texas to host 

SWAAG in Austin in 2011. Juana 

Ibanez, University of New Or-

leans, announced that SWAAG 

finally has its brick in place at Me-

ridian Place, Washington DC. 

Thanks to all who contributed.

VI. New Business. At popular re-

quest, SWAAG will host a Geog-

raphy Bowl team for 2009-10. 

Don Huebner agreed to coordinate 

and sponsor it. Election proce-

dures were discussed to select a 

Regional Councillor to replace 

Craig Colten. Procedures for 

SWAAG elections must follow 

By-Laws found at 

http://www2.geog.okstate.edu/swa

ag/

VII. Adjournment. The meeting 

was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

SWAAG 2010

Northeastern State University, will 

host SWAAG October 14-16, 

2010 (Thursday evening through 

Saturday) in Tahlequah, OK, as 

the century completes its first dec-

ade. All poster and paper sessions 

will be on Friday and--alas--no 

home football game so we can be 

sure there will be plenty of hotel 

spaces.

Tahlequah is located in the foot-

hills of the Ozarks. It isculturally 

and historically rich as the capital 

of the Cherokee Nation and as the 

site of the first institution of higher 

education for women located west 

of the Mississippi. The fall foliage 

should be breathtaking.

Chuck Ziehr, Professor & Chair, 

Department of Social Sciences, 

Seminary Hall 353, Northeastern 

State University 

[ziehr@nsuok.edu]

versity of Oklahoma, asked Colten 

to urge the AAG to promote geog-

raphy more vigorously. Colten 

agreed to take this concern back to 

the AAG. Carol Harden updated 

SWAAG on the co-location of 

NCGE at the AAG. Executive Di-

rector of the AAG Doug Richard-

son is promoting membership in 

developing regions of the world. 

She also announced the meeting in 

2011 will be in Seattle.

IV. Reports from Officers. Sarah 

Bednarz, Secretary, announced the 

call for items for the 2009 News-

letter, due out in summer. Darren 

Purcell provided the Treasurer’s 

Report which will appear in the 

2009 newsletter. John Tiefen-

bacher, local organizer of the San 

Marcos meetings, reported and 

thanked all for attending. Jeff 

Lash, University of Houston-Clear 

Lake, presented the report from 

the Southwestern Geographer. 

Jennifer Speights-Binet 

(jspeigh@samford.edu) has relo-

cated to Samford University, Bir-

mingham, Alabama. There is an 

adequate amount of money in the 

working fund. Volume 11 (2007) 

and Volume 12 (2008) are in pro-

gress. Volume 13 will be ready for 

the 2009 North Little Rock con-

ference. The editors are consider-

ing reviving the popular “history 

of departments” feature. A request 

for funding for desktop publishing 

may be forthcoming. Because of 

Jennifer’s relocation, there may be 

an application for co-editorship.
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